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International Programs at 
Linfield College 


Before 1975, Linfield College, a small liberal arts 
college located in a rural community about forty 
miles southwest of Portland, Oregon, had no inter- 
national program, few foreign students, low en- 
rollments in language courses, and minimal 
international offerings in the curriculum.* In dis- 
cussions on the situation, faculty, students, and 
administrators concluded that international studies 
are an essential part of a liberal arts education in an 
increasingly interdependent world and that an 
appropriate curriculum should include instruction 
in foreign languages, cultures, and customs. In the 
last five years, the college has succeeded in building 
on this belief; expansion has taken place in the 
international components of the curriculum, in the 
training of faculty in fields with which they are 
unfamiliar, and in the opportunities for students to 
study abroad. 

Rather than seeking to build an entirely new de- 
partment or division, Linfield is working to instill 
international emphases into the departments that 
now exist. To this end, the college applied for and 
received a grant from HEW that allows released 
time to faculty in all fields so that they may develop 
an international competency for use in their regular 
courses. The grant also permits the creation of new 
courses, the increase of library acquisitions in inter- 
national topics, and the hiring of some new faculty. 
As a further stimulus to international activity in 
the curriculum, the grant provides for a Faculty 
Colloquium on International Studies. The college 


* This announcement is adapted from Forum, the news- 
letter of the Association of American Colleges, Vol. 3, 
No. 1 (1980). 
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continues to seek grants of this type in the hope 
that resources will eventually be sufficient to permit 
combining language training, issue and area studies, 
and study-abroad experience in an interdepartmental 
major in international studies. 

Currently, Linfield offers instruction in Spanish, 
French, German, and Japanese. Enrollments in the 
language courses have increased in recent years, 
partly because of the stimulation students receive 
from travel to other countries. College officials have 
also noticed an increased demand for advanced 
language study; students are extending the duration 
of formal language study as well as making practical 
use of the target language during their periods of 
residence abroad. The college has indicated its 
commitment to foreign language study by adding a 
new faculty position to the department. Further, a 
course in English as a second language is being pre- 
pared for the spring of 1981, by which time there 
will be about twenty-five foreign students on Lin- 
field’s campus. 

Courses in such fields as history, religion, and 
political science have introduced Linfield students 
to the study of the Middle East, Latin America, 
China, and Japan. Examples of interdepartmental 
efforts include a course on Japanese art and litera- 
ture and a course in comparative literature, taught 
by English and modern language faculty, in which a 
student may elect an English version, a foreign 
language version, or a combination of the two. A 
course in East Asian history has been added to the 
general education core, thus alleviating a Western 
bias. A cooperative program with the nearby Uni- 
versity of Portland has expanded the resources of 
both institutions; Portland’s Latin Americanist 
offers a course at Linfield in the fall, and Linfield’s 
Asian historian teaches at Portland in the spring. 
Science students have several international oppor- 








